
emaiil: trail@turquoisetrail.org
Post Office Box 303 • Sandia Park, NM 87047

62 miles of adventure and interest 
between Albuquerque and Santa Fe.

www.turquoisetrail.org

Back roads often lead to great 
discoveries...

Venture off the freeway and onto the Turquoise 
Trail National Scenic Byway, and you’ll see what we 
mean. This Scenic and Historic Area encompasses 
15,000 square miles in the heart of central New 
Mexico, linking Albuquerque and Santa Fe. Enjoy a 
breathtaking view from atop Sandia Crest, then drive 
back into history through the mining towns of Golden, 
Madrid and Cerrillos, now alive with art, crafts, 
theater, music, museums, hiking and restaurants.

Along the Turquoise Trail, you can explore unique 
towns, offering restaurants, shops, lodging, artists’ 
studio/galleries and museums. For medical services 
(911).  Prehistoric peoples made their homes here. 
Spanish missionaries explored the area and battles 
were fought over this land. Outlaws and Confederate 
soldiers camped in the area. And Kit Carson marched 
Navajo people along the Trail in their “Long Walk” to 
incarceration at Fort Sumner.  

Scenic views, diverse cultures, extensive history and 
great outdoor opportunities continue to entice visitors 
to journey down the beautiful Turquoise Trail today...
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May 4
18-19

27 

Turquoise Trail Pack Burro Race, 10am
madrid Crawdaddy Blues Festival, 12pm-8pm
Madrid memorial SOFTball Game, noon

July 4

27

Madrid 4th of July SOFTBall game, 10am
Madrid 4th of July Parade, noon
Cerrillos History hike, 10am-noon

June 8-9 Madrid Challenge Softball Tournament, 9am
August 17 Cerrillos Town Wide Yard sale, 9am-4pm

Sept 21, 22, 28, 29 Turquiose Trail Studio Tour, 10am-5pm
October 1-13 Madrid Chile Fiesta, Noon-8pm
December 7

7, 14, 21
Madrid Christmas Parade, 4pm 
Madrid Christmas Open House, Saturdays.
Sundays, Businesses Open Regular Hours

Visit www.turquoisetrail.org/events
for a complete listing & more information2024 Events

Farmer’s Markets • MAY- October
Cedar Crest Wednesdays, 3-6pm     Cerrillos Thursdays, 4-7pm

Bike Trails s 

Sandia Peak Tram s 

Sandia Crest - 10,678 ft s

Sandia Ski Area s

Folk Art Museum s

Unique Cerrillos Turquoise s

Horseback riding s

Sightseeing Along the Historic Turquoise Trail
Tijeras,  Cedar Crest, Sandia Park, 
San Antonito & Cibola National Forest

Tijeras is the gateway to the Turquoise Trail and the bustling mountain communities 
along its path. Arrive via the Singing Road: (East Bound Rt 66, near mile marker 5) 1,300ft 
of roadway on Route 66 which uses rumble strips to play “America the Beautiful” for 
those obeying the speed limit. Stop at the Sandia Ranger Station office for information 
and brochures and visit the Tijeras Pueblo Archaeological Site. (505) 281-3304 • www.
FriendsOfTijerasPueblo.org 

Cedar Crest is home to an eclectic selection of shops to explore, restaurants to 
sample and lodging, including a convenient camping/RV park.

As you travel north you’ll see the Sandia Mountains, which are part of the Cibola 
National Forest, a scenic and recreational paradise full of outdoor activities including 
bicycling, hiking, horseback riding, climbing and skiing. This beautiful area is home to a 
diverse collection of animals and plants, and birdwatchers come from around the world 
to witness the hawk and eagle migrations. Just outside of Sandia Park, along Hwy 536, 
the road to Sandia Crest, you’ll find the Tinkertown Museum; a collection of one man’s 
life work that includes a handcarved animated miniature western town and a three-ring 
circus. Follow the Byway, or “Crest Road”, through the beautiful Cibola National Forest. 
During the drive you’ll see incredible vistas and pass through five different life zones.

Sandia Crest
Sandia Crest is the “High Point on the Turquoise Trail”. The magnificent summit 

of the Sandia Mountain has an elevation of 10,678’. The view from the observation 
deck is awe-inspiring. Venture into the Sandia Mountain Wilderness to hike through 
aspen glades and across flowering meadows on a well-marked trail system. From mid 
November through March three species of Rosy Finch call Sandia Crest home, making 
the area an ideal destination for bird-watchers. For an exciting ride up or down the 
mountain to Albuquerque, take the Sandia Peak Tramway, the longest jig-back tram in 
the world. The full-service Sandia Peak Ski Area & Chairlift Ride provides access to the 
mountain and offers year-round recreation. Call for information: (505) 242-9052, or visit 
www.SandiaPeak.com.  Ride up for a scenic view or take your mountain bike and explore 
15 miles of trails.

One-of-a-Kind Restaurants s
Sandia Peak Tram s 



Golden
Golden appeared suddenly in 1839 as the New Placers gold-mining town called El Real de 

San Francisco de Paola. When some years later the US post office arrived, there were already 
other San Franciscos, and so they called this one Golden. It is home to the Henderson Store, 
an historic Trading Post. The old church is San Francisco de Assis.

Madrid
Madrid’s rich history, dating from the mid 1800’s, has taken it from the discovery of coal, 

to a mining town, to today’s distinctive artist’s community. Because of the unique geology of 
the area, a phenomenon found in only two other mines in the world, hard and soft coal were 
mined here with shafts as deep as 2500’.  The area was booming in its heyday supplying 
coal for the Santa Fe Railroad, local consumers and the US Government. The company town 
became famous for its Fourth of July parade, lighted Christmas displays and minor league 
baseball games in the first lighted stadium in the west. When coal use declined the town fell 
silent.  It became a ghost town.

In the early 1970’s, artists and craftspeople arrived. They converted old company stores 
and houses into quality shops and galleries and services.  Madrid has an original tavern & soda 
fountain and in the summer there are softball games,  festivals and concerts at the Historic 
ballpark.  The Fourth of July parade and Christmas celebrations (weekends in December) 
have been revived by Madrid’s current residents. www.VisitMadridNM.com

Cerrillos
The area turquoise and lead deposits were critical to the jewelry and pottery making 

of the prehistoric Indians and these mines influenced Spanish settlement. The Cerrillos 
mining district from 900ad is one of the oldest and most marked of the Old Spanish Mineral 
Developments in the Southwest. In fact, turquoise mined here found it’s way by trade routes 
to Mexico & Central America. Cerrillos was full of hearty miners who extracted gold, silver, 
lead, zinc and turquoise from area mines at its peak in the 1880’s. The miners supported the 
town’s 21 saloons and four hotels.

While it was once seriously considered for the capitol of New Mexico, today Cerrillos, 
with its dirt streets, is a picturesque reminder of the Old West. There are several shops, 
galleries, a children’s park and the Cerrillos Turquoise Mining Museum & Petting Zoo; plus 
hiking, biking and horse trails in the Cerrillos Hills State Park. The town has been the setting 
for several motion pictures. St Joseph Church has mass Sunday mornings at 9:30am. 
www.CerrillosNewMexico.com

Cerrillos Hills State Park
Located north of Cerrillos village, Cerrillos Hills State Park is a day-use park with five 

miles of trails for hikers, mountain bikers and horseback riding offering spectacular views of 
northern New Mexico as well as safe access to dozens of pre-1900 mines. Just 18 miles south 
of Santa Fe and 40 miles north of Albuquerque, Cerrillos Hills takes you back to a quieter 
time and wilder place. Park Office: 37 Main Street in Cerrillos, (505) 474-0196. Call or visit the 
websites for a schedule of events. www.NMParks.com and www.CerrillosHills.org

San Marcos/Lone Butte Area
Located on a high llano (plateau), this area was once a major center for farming and 

pottery making in the upper Rio Grande valley, but was abandoned after the 1680 Pueblo Revolt. It is now mostly residential. A 
gas station, restaurant,  and other services are here. A side trip on Hwy 45 leads you past 2 private New Mexico movie ranches 
where over 100 movies were made. 

As you drive on towards THE TOP OF THE TRAIL, look at the open range in the direction of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, 
you may see antelope.

s Christmas in Madrid

s Historic Mining Homes

 s Cerrillos Petting Zoo

sWild Hogs Movie Set, Madrid

s Cerrillos Hills State Park

s Art Galleries abound



New Mexico Mileage
Hwy 14 & NM 536 = 67 miles, 107.8K
HWY 14 = 54 miles, 86.9k

Cedar Crest - Sandia Park = 6m/10k
Sandia Park - Golden = 15m/24k
Golden - Madrid = 11m/18k
Madrid - Cerrillos = 3m/5k
Cerrillos - Santa Fe = 19m/31k

NM 536 = 13 miles, 20.9k

The Scenic Route From 
Albuquerque to Santa Fe

The Perfect Day Trip
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For more information 
about the Turquoise Trail, visit 

www.turquoisetrail.org
or email: trail@turquoisetrail.org
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  Tijeras   		        87059

TIJERAS PUEBLO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE AT 
SANdia Ranger station

Museum, self-guided interpretive trail, site tours, native 
garden, lectures, workshops, demos, classroom visits and 
presentations to community groups and schools. 
(505) 281-3304 
FriendsofTijerasPueblo.org

Wells Fargo Bank
Stop by and meet dedicated team members who 

can help you reach your financial goals. ATM available. 
(505) 286-6184 
WellsFargo.com

Creative Award Concepts, INC.
Screen Printing, Sublimation, Vinyl Cutting, 

Rhinestones for T-Shirts, Tiles, Mugs & Promotional 
Products for Businesses, Schools & Organizations. Small 
Quantities, Fast Turn. 
(505) 286-8482 • bbrittain25@msn.com
CreativeAwardConcepts.com 

 Cedar Crest                87008

BURGER BOY
Family owned and operated for 40 years. Voted #1 

Burger by Spoon University, Ohio. 
(505) 281-3949 • BurgerBoyNM.com

Acorn Flowers and Gifts
Handcrafted floral arrangements for any event. 

Gifts and wares from local artisans and abroad. 
(505) 286-3597 • AcornFlowersAndGifts.com

TALKING TALONS THRIFT STORE      
A thrift store with a mission: goods are recycled 

and sales help support wildlife and environmental 
programs for youth. 
(505) 286-9611 • TalkingTalons.org

TALKING TALONS Youth Leadership      
Talking Talons Youth Leadership conducts 

environmental education programs for youth 
augmenting career and leadership skills. 
(505) 281-1133 • TalkingTalons.org

Trail Rider Pizza
Proudly Celebrating 17+ years. East Mountain 

Strong! Gourmet Pizza! Slices, subs, salads, strombolis, 
calzones, focaccia sandwiches, house cut fries, homemade 
desserts, beer and wine. Gluten free, vegan. Dine in, take 
out. 
(505) 281-6068 • TrailRiderPizza.com

THE GREENSIDE CAFE
It always tastes better on The Greenside! American 

and New Mexican favorites made from scratch. Beer, 
Wine, Patio, Dine in or Take out (505) 286-2684 • 
Greenside.cafe for full menu, hours and directions, and 
online ordering.

Back Roads Home Decor
Curated antiques and collectables; one-of-a-kind 

upcycled heirloom quality furniture. 
(505) 200-2673 • BackroadsHomeDecor.com

Cabra Coffee
Specialty coffee & tea; scratch made pastries, 

burritos and chai. (505) 281-2000 • CabraCoffee.com

ELAINE’S • A BED & BREAKFAST
Comfort, elegance and hospitality in a beautiful 

three-story log home. Over 30 years in business. 
(505) 281-2467 • ElainesBnB.com

CEDAR CREST COUNTRY COTTAGE 
& STABLES 

Enjoy a peaceful journey on horeseback, riding forest 
trails through the beautiful East Sandia Mountains. 
Vacation rental. Guest ranch. 
(505) 281-5197 • CedarCrestStables.com

TURQUOISE TRAIL Electric, Plumbing & 
Water

FREE electrical and plumbing estimates. Water 
storage systems, well services and softeners.  FREE 
water testing. (505) 281-6789 • 12467 N. Hwy 14 • 
TurquoiseTrailNM@aol.com 
TurquoiseTrailElectric.com

 SAndia Park                87047

TINKERTOWN MUSEUM
One of New Mexico’s premier Folk Art 

Environments welcoming visitors for over 40 years! 
Open April 1 to November 1 Fridays through Mondays 
10:00AM to 4:00PM.
(505) 281-5233 • 121 Sandia Crest Rd.
Tinkertown.com

SANDIA PEAK TRAMWAY
Riding the Sandia Peak Tram, you will see nature’s 

beauty unfold as you travel 2.7 miles rising to 10,378 
feet with an 11,000 square mile view. You will be greeted 
by the one-of-a-kind TEN 3 Restaurant. Purchase your 
tickets at SandiaPeak.com • (505) 856-1532 

SANDIA PEAK SKI AREA
Just a Tram ride away (or short drive) from 

Albuquerque, you can explore 300 acres of slopes with 
a variety of terrain. This is where you find a friendly 
price, wide open trails, blue skies and perfect grooming. 
(505) 242-9052
SandiaPeak.com

Lantern Ridge Farm Market 
& Nursery

A combined shopping, dining experience. Enjoy delicious 
food and tour the nursery gardens and specialty grocery 
store. (505) 395-7774 • LanternRidgeMarket.com

 GOLDEN                         87047
 

HENDERSON STORE
Family owned and operated since 1918. 

Henderson’s carries high quality, competitively priced 
Native American arts and crafts. 
(505) 281-7136 • HendersonStore.com

  Madrid                            87010

KMRD 96.9FM 
MADRID Community radio

Independent, noncommercial, freeform community 
radio. Tune in at 96.9FM or KMRD.FM/listen. 

CINDY SHEFF, REALTOR
Specializing in Real Estate Sales along the 

Turquoise Trail and Santa Fe homes on land.
(505) 470-6114 • CindySheff.com

GYPSY PLAZA
A courtyard of 12 unique shops at Madrid’s south 

end. Featuring local jewelry, chocolates, paintings, 
photography, clothing, leather, woodwork and stone 
creations.

MOSTLY MADRID
The jewelry of the Santo Domingo Pueblo and 

the art, photography, pottery and more by our fabulous 
local artists. 
(505) 474-6560 • MostlyMadrid.com

Shugarman’s Little Chocolate Shop
Organic ingredients and exotic flavors leave you 

begging for more at this hidden chocolate oasis.  
(505) 474-9041
ShugarmansChocolate.com

Kevin Schaffer Photography
Landscape and fine art photography reflecting the 

beauty of New Mexico and the Southwest.
 (907) 727-9222
KevinSchafferPhotography.com

JOHNSONS OF MADRID GALLERIES   
OF FINE AND FIBER ARTS - Since 1973 

Oldest and largest galleries in the East Mountains, 
representing over 100 New Mexico fine artists, 50 fiber 
artists, including La Modista Fashions, Christmas City 
(Toys are Art), and Native American jewelry. Call ahead 
to confirm hours. (505) 471-1054
JohnsonsOfMadrid.wordpress.com

THE MINE SHAFT TAVERN 
& Cantina

Madrid’s Historic Tavern with a deck overlooking town 
serving lunch & dinner with full bar. Winner of the Santa 
Fe Green Chile Cheeseburger Smackdown! Live Music 
Thursday through Sunday & 12 Local Brews on Tap! 
(505) 473-0743 • TheMineShaftTavern.com

Madrid Brewing Company
Coming in Summer 2024! Local handcrafted brews 

and a peek into Madrid’s history!  Try the Lager and Pale 
Ale on tap at the Mine Shaft Tavern & Cantina. 
(505) 473-0743
 TheMineShaftTavern.com

GIFTED HANDS GALLERY
Affordable Local and Indigenous Art and Jewelry. 

(505) 471-5943 • GHGMadrid.com
gallery@GHGMadrid.com 

JAVA JUNCTION B&B
2nd floor suite avail. nightly with private bath, full 

kitchen, Roku TV, Wi-Fi, a/c, deck & breakfast. 
(505) 438-2772 • Java-Junction.com

JAVA JUNCTION COFFEE & GIFTS
Locally roasted coffee, & llly espresso drinks, 

burritos, quiche, cutting boards and kitchen accessories, 
30+ years in business.
(505) 438-2772 • Java-Junction.com

JEZEBEL GALLERY
Tour Jezebel’s Studio & Gallery on the Boardwalk. 

Organic forms as Modern Art, Crafts and Furnishings. 
(505) 471-3795
jezebel@JezebelGallery.com
JezebelGallery.com

JEZEBEL SODA FOUNTAIN
Experience the original soda fountain from the 

1920’s. Jezebel’s decadent romance with food parlor. 
(505) 471-3915

INDIGO GALLERY
Featuring works by Jill Shwaiko and other 

nationally known painters, sculptors & jewelers in 
Madrid. (505) 438-6202 
IndigoArtGallery.com

Roadrunner Studio and Gallery
Fine art by local artists, metal and glass sculptures, 

paintings of all media, photography and jewelry. 
(612) 201-2317 MadridRoadrunner.com

COWGIRL RED
Vintage Western! Art, Antiques, Pawn/Indian 

Turquoise Jewelry. Over 400 vintage Cowboy Boots! 
(505) 474-0344  
CowgirlRed.com • red@CowgirlRed.com

Follow OUR Green Chile Trail!
Green Chile Served at these establishments
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THE GREAT MADRID GIFT EMPORIUM 
& MAGGIE’S DINER            

Best of the Southwest Turquoise Jewelry, Gaspeite, 
Sugilite, Cerrillos Turquoise. Local Artists. Wild Hogs 
movie set selling Rte 66, T-shirts, tin signs and gifts. 
Bikers paradise. (505) 474-4437
WildHogsMadridNM.com

GHOST TOWN TRADING POST
Gifts, Jewelry, Clothing, T-shirts, Pottery.

(505) 471-7605 • WildHogsMadridNM.com

 Cerrillos 	                         87010

STONERIDGE REALTY 
Nestled in the Cerrillos Hills, Specializing in adobe 

homes, rural land and ranches. 
(505) 473-0330
SantaFeStoneridgeRealty.com

BLACK BIRD SALOON 
Take a step back in time into an Old West Saloon 

built in 1885. Serving up good food and genuine 
hospitality. Beer, Wine & NM Spirits. Open Thur-Sun. 
(505) 438-1821 • BlackBirdSaloon.com

CASA GRANDE TRADING POST,    
PETTING ZOO & MINING MUSEUM

We mine & sell Cerrillos Turquoise. Mine tours available. 
Gifts, Minerals, Bottles, Collectibles. Feed the Animals, 
Scenic Overlook. 
(505) 438-3008 • CasaGrandeTradingPost.com 
CerrillosTurquoise.com  

Cerrillos Community Church
A Bible based Christian Fellowship. Bible Study, 

Worship Times on Internet. 
(479) 427-0643 or (505) 438-2885
CerrillosChurch.com

First River Gallery
A seasonal outdoor gallery space across from St. 

Joseph Church by appointment or on weekends. 
(505) 920-6297 
FirstRiverGallery.com

Cerrillos Station
Fine Art Gallery, Southwestern Gifts/Jewelry, Hair 

Salon, Massage Therapy, Farmers Market, Dance/Yoga 
Studio, Snacks/Drinks. (505) 474-9326
CerrillosStation.com

BROKEN SADDLE RIDING CO.
Ride the Cerrillos Hills State Park. Missouri Fox 

Trotters, Tennessee Walkers. Walk, Trot, Canter or 
Gallop. Small groups/Private rides.
(505) 424-7774 • BrokenSaddle.com

CERRILLOS HILLS STATE PARK
Hike, bike or horseback ride on scenic trails. Visit 

historic mine pits. Programs offered year-round. 
(505) 474-0196
NMParks.com • CerrillosHills.org

Museum of Encaustic Art
Features over 100 works in encaustic & wax, fastest 

growing medium in the nation. Fri/Sat/Sun 11-4, April-
December. Closed Jan & Feb, Appt only March. 
(505) 424-6487 
MOEArt.org • EAINM.com

Origami in the Garden
Large-scale origami sculptures displayed in a world-

class private sculpture garden. Hours vary seasonally. 
(505) 471-4688 • OrigamiInTheGarden.com

 San Marcos/Lone Butte 87508

Hat Ranch Gallery
Destination gallery where you can relax, explore 

and enjoy fine art in a unique and  authentic experience. 
Oils, acrylics, pastels, bronzes and rare prints all at 
affordable prices. Open Thurs-Sun, 11-5 or by Private 
Appointment. (505) 424-3391
HatRanchGallery.org

Beer Creek Brewing Co.
Brewpub & Pizzeria. House brewed beers featuring 

locally grown ingredients. Great patio. (505) 471-9271 • 
BeerCreekBrew.com

Mortenson Silver & Saddles
A Full Service Saddle & Custom Silver Shop w/ an 

array of Cowboy Collectibles. Mon-Fri 9-4. 
(505) 424-9330 • SilverAndSaddles.com

SAN MARCOS CAFE & Feed
Long established, well-reviewed country cafe 

serving Continental Cuisine and classic New Mexico 
dishes. Feed store offers pet supplies and refills propane. 
(505) 471-9298

 TOP OF THE TRAIL          87508

SANTA FE SKIES RV PARK
Scenic • “Big Rigs” • Clubhouse • Propane • Laundry 

• Pets Welcome. East of gas/convenience  store at Hwy 
14/599 light.  1 (877) 565-0451
 

NEW MEXICO PUBLIC LANDS 
INFORMATION CENTER

One-stop resource for outdoor recreation on State & 
Federal lands; maps, guidebooks, permits, free info. 
301 Dinosaur Trail Santa Fe, NM
(505) 954-2002 • PublicLands.org

Santa Fe County Open Space, 
Trails & Parks

Santa Fe County Open Space, Trails & Parks manages 
and conserves a vibrant network of cultural, historical, 
recreational and community resources and provides 
access to public lands for unique outdoor experiencs. 
https://www.SantaFeCountyNM.gov/open_space_
and_trails_program/properties
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